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Design Principles. New buildings and 

modifications to existing buildings 

should contribute to Milton Village’s 

unique sense of place by respecting 

historic precedents, complementing 

adjacent buildings, and shaping 

pedestrian friendly streets, sidewalks, 

and open spaces. Architecture should 

follow time-tested practices of design 

but need not replicate historic designs. 

Each building should be designed as 

part of the overall composition of 

Milton Village, making a unique 

functional and aesthetic contribution 

without excessively calling attention to 

itself. 

 

Design Principles. Structures should be 

sited to define and dignify public 

spaces such as streets, sidewalks, and 

parks. New and renovated buildings 

should be placed with consideration of 

current and future buildings and uses 

on neighboring properties so as to 

create appropriate transitions. All 

projects should begin with a process of 

site analysis that identifies the key 

opportunities and constraints on the 

site, examines the context of the site, 

and identifies site-specific design 

techniques for making a positive 

contribution to the urban design of 

Milton Village, including shaping public 

and private outdoor spaces, and 

providing pedestrian-centered access 

and circulation. This site analysis 

should be included in the Special 

Permit application packet.  
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Design Principles. Architectural design 

approaches and decisions should be 

intentional and reflect the historical 

context of Milton Village along with 

contemporary development needs and 

practices. The design of new and 

substantially renovated buildings need 

not attempt to reproduce historic 

Milton buildings, but it must be 

authentic.  

Authenticity is not about how old 

something is. It is about how well it is 

made and whether it is created with a 

genuine understanding of its form, 

function, and context. Authentic new 

buildings employ building elements 

and materials creatively, but also in a 
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controlled and rational manner. The 

end result is a form that builds from 

Milton’s historic precedents rather than 

merely copying them.   

 

 

 

 

 

Design Principles. Buildings form and 

scale should respond to site context. In 

addition to proportioning the length 

and height to surrounding buildings, 

height should be adjusted according to 

slopes on sites—with taller building 

heights acceptable at the bottoms of 

slopes, and shorter building heights 

further up slopes. Step-backs should 

be used to reduce the apparent height 

of buildings.  
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8) 

 

 

Design Principles. The roof shape, 

slope, and materials should relate to 

the architectural style and scale of the 

building as well as the surrounding 

context and contribute to the function 

and safety of the building. 
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Design Principles. Facades should use 

intentional design to reflect a 

consistent architectural style, evoke 

the rhythm of historic shop fronts and 

mixed-use town centers, add visual 

character, and maintain the pedestrian 

scale of the streetscape. 
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Design Principles. Entrances should 

encourage safe and welcoming 

pedestrian access and maintain the 

security, privacy, and environmental 

performance of a building. Accessibility 

components should be integrated into 

the overall design of building 

entrances. 
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Design Principles. The proportions, 

detailing, and distribution of windows 

are especially prominent elements of 

the building’s character and 

vocabulary. The composition of 

windows on a building’s façade (and 

other faces) should be logical, 

deliberate, and pleasing.  
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6 For mor information, see the National Park 
Service’s Preservation Brief, “The Repair of 
Historic Wooden Windows” at: 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-
preserve/briefs/9-wooden-windows.htm 
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Design Principles. Porches should be 

designed to provide weather 

protection, architectural interest, and a 

transitional space between the exterior 

and interior of the building. The use of 

porches in Milton Village is encouraged 

on High Street and Canton Avenue.  

 

 

 

 

Design Principles. Awnings and 

canopies can connect buildings to the 

public realm by adding color and 

providing shelter. They should 

demonstrate deliberate design choices 

that are consistent with the overall 

design of the site, building, and 

signage.  
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Design Principles. The use of materials 

should be honest and logical in their 

application. This implies selecting 

materials based on their functional 

properties rather than their cost or 

simplicity of construction.  
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7 For more information see, National Park 
Service’s Preservation Brief, “The Use of 
Substitute Materials on Historic Building 

Exteriors” https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-
preserve/briefs/16-substitute-materials.htm  



Draft June 30, 2022 | Milton Village Mixed-Use PUD Design Guidelines | 33 

 

 

Design Principles. Decorative elements 

such as towers and cupolas should be 

added to enhance the usefulness of 

the building and create a focal point 

within the district. They should be used 

sparingly and have a clear purpose, 

evident in their design and location, 

rather than just decorative appliqué.  

 

 

 

 



Draft June 30, 2022 | Milton Village Mixed-Use PUD Design Guidelines | 34 

 

 

Design Principles. Service equipment 

should be integrated into the overall 

design of buildings to maximize 

function and minimize visual 

disturbance. 
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Design Principles. All projects should 

be designed to contribute to a 

cohesive, mixed-use environment that 

is comfortable and attractive for 

pedestrians, supports a sense of 

community, and supports storefront 

business opportunities in Milton 

Village. The design of the public 

realm—including streets, sidewalks, 

pathways, and open spaces, and the 

buildings that line them—should be 

given equal attention as the design of 

building facades, pedestrian and 

vehicular circulation, open spaces, 

signage, landscaping, lighting, and 

drainage systems. New development 

and improvements should define the 

edges of public spaces. Variations in 

materials, setbacks, and landscaping 

should be used to create a legible 

transition between public and private 

spaces. 

 

Design Principles. Streets and 

sidewalks should, to the extent 

feasible, be lined with a continuous 

enclosure of buildings and trees. Active 

 
8 Also see 4.1A, Siting of Structures. 

ground floor uses with a high level of 

transparency should enhance 

pedestrian interest and contribute to 

economic growth. There should be an 

easily intelligible transition from public 

to private spaces on a site through the 

use of site circulation, setbacks, 

landscaping, grading, etc.8 
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Design Principles. The design of 

streetscape elements such as trees 

and benches should be coordinated 

with on street parking to provide space 

for door sweeps and adequate passage 

of vehicle occupants from streets to 

sidewalks.  

 

 

Design Principles. Sidewalks should 

function as a continuous pedestrian 

system that encourages people to park 

once and walk throughout the Milton 

Village. Areas for pedestrians should 

be designed to be universally 

accessible, whenever possible.  
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Design Principles. Street furnishings, 

including bollards, light posts, signage, 

benches, trash barrels, planters, bike 

racks, and kiosks, should facilitate the 

safety, comfort, and appeal of the 

street by following a logical placement 

and using quality design and materials.  
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Design Principles. All buildings and 

public outdoor spaces, including 

pocket parks, public plazas, sidewalk 

cafes, outdoor seating spaces, and 

pedestrian routes should be universally 

accessible, so that they can be used 

and enjoyed by people with diverse 

abilities, needs, and preferences. 

Accessibility should be integrated into 

the overall design of buildings, sites, 

and public spaces, not an afterthought. 
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Design Principles. Walls, fences, or 

hedges should be used sparingly along 

the front of a lot because they can 

reduce visual interest for pedestrians 

and make a place feel unwelcoming. 

They should only be proposed when 

they fulfill a clear design function, such 

as providing a logical and clear 

separation between public and private 

spaces or screening an objectionable 

element that cannot be feasibly 

located away from the streetscape. 

When necessary, they should be 

designed to enhance the streetscape 

character through the use of high 

quality materials and maintaining 

visual interest and an appropriate level 

of enclosure along a sidewalk.   
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Design Principles. Vehicle parking and 

access to a site should be designed to 

minimize negative impacts on the 

pedestrian realm and the natural 

environment. 

 

Design Principles. The number and 

width of driveways should be 

minimized to reduce traffic movements 

into and out of streets and to maintain 

the integrity of sidewalks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Principles. Parking structures 

and surface lots should be designed 

and located to maintain the visual and 

functional continuity of sidewalks for 

pedestrians, minimize visibility of 

parked cars, provide safe access for 

vehicles and pedestrians, and 

accommodate flexible uses. 
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Design Principles. Landscape materials 

and design application should reflect 

the character, history, and ecology of 

the region. Plantings and site features 

should create attractive outdoor 

spaces; provide visual, tactile and 

olfactory interest; improve design 

compatibility between different land 

uses; and assist with environmental 

needs, such as stormwater 

management, and mitigation of 

extreme temperatures. The landscape 

should enhance the sense of place, 

creating a human-scale and 

pedestrian-oriented environment.  

 

Design Principles. Landscaping should 

use native species adapted to local 

conditions and be designed to offer 

year-round visual interest in foliage, 

bark, branching and bloom.  
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Design Principles. Trees and other 

plants along public streets should 

enhance the appearance of the district, 

moderate temperatures and wind, 

provide environmental benefits,  and 

reinforce the pattern of private and 

public spaces.  
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Design Principles. Surface parking lots 

and driveways should be planted with 

large shade trees and landscaped to 

provide shade and visual relief, 

minimize the amount of glare, noise, 

and heat, block wind, and support safe 

patterns of circulation. This requires 

shade trees growing in enough 

permeable soil to thrive.  
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Design Principles. Whether placed 

against a building wall, used to define 

outside spaces, or for screening, 

landscaping and planting should soften 

hard edges and make more human-

scaled spaces while enhancing the 

unique character of each site..  

 

 

 

Design Principles. Plantings and site 

features should shield views of 

objectionable elements of 
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development from adjacent properties, 

public ways, and public spaces.. 
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Design Principles. Outdoor lighting 

should ensure safety and provide an 

attractive nighttime environment 

through illumination of streets, 

walkways, and building entrances that 

is appropriate to context.  

 

 

 

 

Design Principles.  Illumination of 

buildings and sites should be designed 

as an integrated system that combines 

lighting of commercial windows, 

entrances, signs and facade elements 

with streetlights, bollards, and 

decorative elements to provide even, 

glare-free light with little to no skyglow 

or spillover onto neighboring 

properties.  
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Design Principles. The lighting system 

should be designed to provide the 

minimum amount of illumination 

necessary for adequate visibility and 

safety, while  conserving energy and 

confining illumination to the intended 

area. 
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Design Principles. Lamps and fixtures 

should be designed and scaled to be 

appropriate to the style and size of the 

adjacent buildings and to support a 

pedestrian-scale streetscape.  
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Design Principles. Lighting design 

should provide control features that 

allow operators to minimize visual 

disturbance while maintaining 

nighttime safety. 
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Design Principles. Signs should add to 

the vitality of the streetscape by using 

design and placement that appeal to 

the pedestrian while enhancing the 

overall appearance of the façade. 

 

Design Principles. The number and size 

of signs should be kept to a minimum 

to avoid signage clutter and 

information overload in Milton Village. 

 

 

 

 

Design Principles. Signs should convey 

information intentionally and clearly, 

using durable, high quality 

architectural materials, with forms and 

colors that are compatible with the 

associated structure. Signs should 

convey information in creative and 

highly legible ways, for example, using 

images that visually represent the 

goods or services provided at the 

premises, and using easily readable 

fonts with sufficient color contrast. 
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Design Principles. Signs should be 

placed and illuminated in a way that 

enhances the appearance of the 

building while not obscuring windows 

and other features or drawing undue 

attention. 
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Design Principles. Awnings, marques, 

and projecting canopies should use 

their faces to convey relevant 

information clearly and without adding 

to visual clutter.  
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Design Principles. All projects in the 

district should be designed to reduce 

environmental impact and enhance 

public infrastructure while meeting 

other design goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design Principles. Low Impact 

Development (LID) techniques, such 

as vegetated swales and raingardens 
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should be seamlessly integrated into 

the overall landscape design.  
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Design Principles. New developments 

should provide visual and physical 

access to the waterfront and the 

Neponset Trail, where possible.  

 

 

 

 

 


